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Social Care Dementia and Ageing (SoDA)Theme
Community Advisory Group Expression of Interest form

What is NIHR Applied Research Collaboration East of England SoDA theme?
Funded by the National Institute of Health and Care Research, the Applied Research Collaboration East of England (ARC EoE) aims to bring together researchers, health and care organisations, charities, industry partners and communities to deliver research that meets the needs of local populations and systems.
SoDA is one of the five themes within the ARC EoE. It stands for: Social Care, Dementia and Ageing and has specific interest in care homes, digital technologies and AI, Dementia and multiple long-term conditions, and vision loss. 
We are recruiting individuals with lived experience of these topics to join a Community Advisory Group. This group will run from October 2026 to March 2031.
What is a Community Advisory Group?
A Community Advisory Group (CAG) is a way to provide structured community input into how programmes are designed, delivered, and reviewed. Members of the CAG will help shape SoDA priorities and actions, ensuring that work remains relevant to the people it serves. There will be meetings every 3 months with occasional additional work such as: 
· supporting the development of grant applications;
· reviewing plain English summaries of research materials and findings;
· helping us make sure our research is as inclusive as possible. 
The group will meet online, for a maximum of two hours each time – you should set aside up to one hour to prepare for the meeting. The group will be supported by SoDA partner Shaping Our Lives and the SoDA team. We will offer training as needed. We will discuss access needs and any required adjustments that need to be made to support inclusion.

The potential benefits of joining our Community Advisory Group  
· Development of new skills and outlet for existing skills 
· Working alongside others to ensure that research directly reflects real-world needs and priorities 
· Possibility to claim involvement payments 
· Possibility for additional involvement in other research projects or ARC work 

Who are we looking for?
We are recruiting 5-8 people from a range of backgrounds who have lived experience related to the focus of our work: social care, dementia, care homes, vision impairment, and people who have different experiences and views of technology within social care.
To take part you will need to be over 18 years old and ideally you will:
· Live in the East of England;
· Be available for the duration of the study, which is October 2026 to March 2031;
· Be available in early December 2026 to take part in the first meeting.

Support costs and Involvement payments:
· We will meet reasonable support costs.
· You may wish to claim an involvement payment for this opportunity 
· Involvement payments are in line with National Institute of Health and Care Research recommendations of £27.5 an hour, £82.5 for half a day, or £165 for a full day.
If you are interested in joining SoDA’s Community Advisory Group please complete this Expression of Interest form and return it to Gill Benedikz g.benedikz@herts.ac.uk by 15th November 2026.
If you need any further information or help completing the form or would like it in a different format please telephone Gill or Alison on 07708 992691.                     
Expression of Interest Form
1.Full name:

2. Please indicate your preferred way for us to contact you: 
Email	(please include your email address)

Phone (please include your phone number)

Text (please include your phone number)
 
3. When is the best time to contact you? 
Morning
Afternoon 
Evening
Other please specify: 

4. Which area in the East of England do you live in?
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough; 
Essex; 
Suffolk; 
Norfolk and Waveney; 
Hertfordshire; 
Bedfordshire; 
Elsewhere in the UK (please specify):


5. Please indicate if you are:
A person in receipt of social care, living with vision impairment or a diagnosis of dementia and/or living in a care home.

A family or friendship carer: 

A professional care provider:


6. Where did you hear about this opportunity (please specify)?


7. Are you available to join the first Community Advisory Group meeting, which will take place early-December 2026, remote, via Zoom or Teams? 
Yes		No

[The form continues on the next page]

Your Background and Experience
Please tell us a little about yourself in relation to our themes, sub themes and any factors that make your voice important to inform research. You do not need to have experience in all the themes and sub themes.
8. Which SoDA areas do you have experience of:
a. Social care.
	Please tell us a little more about your experience of social care



b. Dementia.
	Please tell us a little more about your experience of dementia



c. Care Homes.
	Please tell us a little more about your experience of care homes



d. Digital Technologies (e.g., computers, smartphones, artificial intelligence). 
Please tell us a little more about your experience of digital technologies


e. Visual Impairment
	Please tell us a little more about your experience of vision impairment



9. Please tell us why you want to support research into these areas and join the group?




10. Have you been involved in Public and Patient Involvement and Engagement (PPIEP) before? (No previous experience is required).
Please highlight or indicate which best describes your experience:
a. I have lots of public and patient involvement experience.  

b. I have a small amount of public and patient involvement experience.
	
c. I have no previous experience of public and patient involvement.

If you do have public involvement experience, please provide a little more information about this:



11. Please tell us about any accessibility requirements you might have and how you would like to be supported to engage in this group. Please tell us about these for the following (where applicable):
a) Access and support requirements to attend meetings or workshops in person:


b) Access and support requirements to take part in a remote meeting by Zoom, Teams, etc:


c) Any communication requirements such as format of documents:


d) Anything else you may wish to share with us:



The following information will support us to recruit a diverse community advisory group.
12. Please give the year of your birth and age – we do not need your full date of birth.


13. How would you describe your ethnicity? E.g., mixed race, white European, Black African, white British, prefer not to say.



14. How would you describe your gender? E.g., female, male, non-binary, prefer not to say.


15. How would you describe your sexual orientation? E.g., gay, heterosexual, prefer not to say.


16. Do you regard yourself as having a disability or long-term health condition?
Yes 		No		Prefer not to say
Additional information


We collect this information so that we can contact you about potentially joining the SoDA theme Community Advisory Group. Your information will be stored securely in a password protected file only accessible to the SoDA theme members who are responsible for public involvement. Your details will only be kept for the duration of this ARC (until end of March 2031). You can ask to remove your information from our records at any time by contacting Gill Benedikz g.benedikz@herts.ac.uk
Do you consent to the SoDA theme storing the information you have provided and contacting you about public involvement opportunities?
YES		NO

Thank you for completing and returning this form to g.benedikz@herts.ac.uk
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